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THE MORNING WALK
Dir. Marc Harpsøe
Country: Denmark

In this romantic tale of two elderly women's youthful 
perception of the world, the day takes an unexpected 

ethical turn by the delivery of hard news.
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DAVID RUSANOW
Best Short Film Jury

David Rusanow is a Director and 
Cinematographer currently living in 
Melbourne, Australia.
 
He has won numerous awards for his 
work as a DOP from the Australian 
Cinematographers Society, and in 2009 
received the Kodak AWARD for New 
Director of the Year for advertising. 
He was also selected to attend the 
prestigious Budapest Cinematographer's 
Masterclass in Hungary that same year.

David has a particular aesthetic vision and 
meticulously applies his cinematography 
experience and skill to create stunning 
moving pictures.

His expertise and unique style make him a 
sought-after DOP, and he regularly shoots 
music videos, TVCs, and short films. 

David has worked with clients as diverse as 
BHP, Intel, Sony, Tourism Victoria, Mazda, 
BBC and VICE. He regularly shoots between 
Australia, Asia, and Europe and holds dual 
citizenship with Australia and the United 
Kingdom. 

His recent short film 'Mother', which he 
directed and shot, screened at several 
overseas festivals including the Rhode Island 
International Film Festival and currently has 
over one milliion views on YouTube.
 
David holds a Bachelor's Degree in Film & TV 
from the Victorian College of the Arts and is 
a member of the Australian 
Cinematographers Society.



LYDIA RUI
Best Short Documentary Jury

Lydia Rui is an Australian-Chinese filmmaker currently undertaking her MA of 
Directing Fiction at the National Film & Television School, UK, as a Screen 

Australia Enterprise and Ian Potter Cultural Fund recipient.  Her short 
documentary 'This is Yarra' centers on the Yarra Wild Beasts and the South 
Sudanese Australian National Basketball Association. It premiered at DOC 

NYC and was ADG Award Nominated for Best Documentary, and can be seen 
on Topic. She recently won the Emerging Female Director Award at 

Oscar-qualifying Flickerfest International Short Film Festival 2020 for her film 
'This Perfect Day'. Her films have shown at festivals such as Tribeca Film 
Festival, DOC NYC, Woodstock Film Festival, InsideOUT Film Festival, and 

received a Vimeo Staff Pick. 



EVAN MCCINNES
Best Short Animation Jury

Evan McInnes is an animator, director and designer currently based in 
Melbourne. Since his explosive debut into the short film festival circuit he has 
independently written, directed and animated two internationally successful 

short films. His most recent film, Urbanality, received multiple awards 
internationally and in Australia, including selection for the 2020 St Kilda Film 

Festival’s Top 100 Shorts and the prestigious Hiroshima International 
Animation Festival in their Stars of Students category. Evan's passion for 

storytelling and penchant for the subtly absurd brings a uniquely whimsical 
spark to his work.
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2021

THE POET AND THE PLANT
Dir. Tom Basis

Country: United States

A poet loves his new houseplant so much he kills it.
A meditation on true love, loneliness, and listening.

And an allegory for modern man’s relationship with nature, 
and how it can heal.Stuck Together deals with the global 
subject of the migrant crisis referring, above all, to the 

xenophobia and panic rhetoric present in all mainstream 
media which, simultaneously, serves as a defence of the 

so-called imperialistic politics of the great powers.



2021

HAUTE CUISINE
Dir. Merryl Roche
Country: France

Since Marie joined Bruno Mercier's restaurant, a multi-star 
chef, she only thinks to perfect her skills. But Thomas, the 
sous-chef, is wary of this possible rival. During a service, 
Mary cuts herself, letting a few drops of blood mix with

her sauce. When Bruno tastes Marie's dish,
he considers it perfect.



2021

HOUND
Dir. Liam Fouracre
Country: Australia

Elijah, a son haunted by his past, travels the long distance to his 
fathers remote and isolated camper-trailer in the countryside.

His arrival is too late, as he discovers his father has been
devoured by his own solitude.

With the goal to convince him to move into an aged care home, 
Elijah's hopes are torn apart as his fathers corpse rests underneath 

the paws of a hungry dog.
Elijah struggles to come to terms with the discovery, faced with the 

moral debate of what he should do next and the trials of dealing with 
a formerly domesticated animal forced into a primitive state.



2021

L'ESCALE
Dir. Pieter De Cnudde

Country: Belgium

Three lives come together at a gas station. A bag of money 
and a biro disrupts each of their hopes and dreams.



2021

THE SAVERINI WIDOW
Dir. Loïc Gaillard
Country: France

Bonifacio 1883, extreme south of Corsica. The widow of the 
late Saverini lives in an isolated house near the cliffs, with 

her only son Antoine, and her dog. During the day, she 
assists women giving birth in town. One night her son is 

killed in a clash. The murderer flees to Sardinia.
Her world falls to pieces.
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2021

SKY AELANS
Dir. Edward Manuga, Georgianna Lepping, Jeremy Gwao,

Regina Lepping, Zahiyd Namo, Junior Patrick Makau,
Manner Levo, Neil Nuia, Daniel Kakadi

Country: Solomon Islands

Decades of logging have drastically changed the landscape
and lifestyle of those who call the Solomon Islands home. Now,
the last untouched forest of the country is at risk of being lost.

The Indigenous communities who live in the high mountain forests, 
known locally as the “Sky Aelans” or Sky Islands, are the last guardians 
of these sacred spaces. This film is a reflection and celebration of the 

vital bond that these communities have with their Sky Aelans.



2021

KITT
Dir. Ben Dean

Country: Australia

Kitt Bennett is a Melbourne-based artist specializing in colossal large-scale ground murals. 
His most recent work utilises aerial photography to create the world’s largest piece of 

“Gif-iti” – four times the size of the previous title holder. It’s this marriage of perspective 
and technology that drives him to create and invent new ways of looking at the world. Most 

of his recent body of work can be seen from space when zoomed in from Google Maps.
His work is truly epic and was a big inspiration for making the film. But it's his personality, 
contagious energy and outlook on life that really got me excited. This film is not just about 
his artistic approach - it’s a fun and energetic deeper dive into what goes on in his head. 
He paints 40-metre-long figures with a simple paint roller, bathes in a tub full of milk and 
giant Fruit Loops by a lake, talks about his infamous "Scorpenis" painting and plays "bush 

pokies" — all while sporting a mullet, golden tooth and body covered in tattoos.



2021

THEY KEEP QUIET SO WE MAKE NOISE
Dir. Marlena Skrobe

Country: United States

In Jenjarom, a small palm plantation town a few kilometers outside of 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, the smell of burnt plastic crept across the town 

every night entering the homes of residents, stirring them awake, choking 
for fresh air. After months of sleepless nights, a few local residents 

decided to investigate the source of the smell, forming the Environmental 
Protection Agency of Kuala Langat.

In the documentary-short They Keep Quiet So We Make Noise, we follow 
two activists in the Environmental Protection Agency of Kuala Langat, Pua 

Lay Peng and CK Lee, during a night-drive searching for illegal recycling 
facilities while learning about their fight against the tide of plastic waste 

being sent to Malaysia from overseas.



2021

YOSHI FIXES CAMERAS
Dir. Hayden Bevis
Country: Australia

The story of a camera repairman and the love of analogue 
photography. Hiroyoshi Nagami is a camera repairman. 
Working out of a small workshop at his home in outer 

Melbourne, Yoshi is one of the few remaining film camera 
servicemen left in the industry.

After surviving the digital revolution in the early 2000’s, it 
has now come time for Yoshi to hang up his 

mini-screwdrivers, despite being busier than ever, due to a 
revival in people using analogue film cameras.



2021

POMS
Dir. Todd Antony

Country: United Kingdom

Nestled away in the state of Arizona is the retirement 
community of Sun City. It is home to some 35,000 retirees, 
and playing a very active part of that community is a group 

called the Sun City Poms. A cheerleading troupe who’s 
members range in age from 55 to 86 years old. Training twice 
a week and performing upwards of 40 times a year, they are 

the antidote to many peoples perceptions of ageing.
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2021

KAPAEMAHU
Dir. Hinaleimoana Wong-Kalu, Dean Hamer, Joe WIlson

Country: United States

Kapaemahu reveals the healing power of four mysterious stones on 
Waikiki Beach – and the legendary transgender spirits within them.
Long ago, four extraordinary individuals of both male and female 

spirit brought the healing arts from Tahiti to Hawaii. Beloved by the 
people for their gentle ways and miraculous cures, they imbued four 

giant boulders with their powers. The stones still stand on what is 
now Waikiki Beach, but the true story behind them has been hidden 

– until now. Narrated in an ancient Hawaiian dialect, Kapaemahu 
brings this powerful legend back to life in vivid animation, seen 

through the eyes of a curious child.



2021

MOTHER DIDN'T KNOW
Dir. Anita Killi

Country: Norway

This is a poetic fable about a young depressed girl. 
Someone who wants to be invisible, cares for her and

help by sacrificing a Robin with a broken wing.



2021

FLAVOR
Dir. Chao LIU

Country: China

The story takes place in the mysterious Naihe Food Street,
a second world inhabit-ed by monsters and the dead.

The protagonist Xiaojun slips into this world in a tiger head 
disguise, chasing a mysterious scent trail. Despite the many 

ob-stacles and temptations along the way, he follows the scent 
that leads him to his deceased grandmother and her familiar 
noodles, yet finally discovers that it was all a whimsical dream.



2021

TO: GERARD
Dir. Taylor Meacham

Country: United States

In To: Gerard, writer/director TAYLOR MEACHAM pens a 
love letter to his father—one that unifies his love for 

animation and the art of illusion—to tell a heartfelt story 
about how life’s greatest magic is inspiring someone else to 
follow their dreams…even if you haven’t achieved your own.



2021

WINTER'S BLIGHT
Dir. Claire Campbell

Country: New Zealand

Winter’s Blight tells the story of an elderly man called Bill who lives 
alone in an isolated hut in Central Otago, New Zealand. Spring should 

have arrived but the winter will not relent. It is freezing and Bill has run 
out of firewood which he relies on for all his heating and cooking. He 

has cut down all of the trees on his small plot and now must cut down 
the one remaining tree (a large pine tree that he planted with his father 
as a child). Bill gets gradually more exhausted and confused, not being 
able to focus on his immediate task, till eventually he passes out from 
Hypothermia. As he drift towards his death Bill feels the warmth of his 

memories and the heat of a fire that may revive him.
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2021

A film that confronts the complexities of being 
disabled and dating. Kim, who was born with one 
arm, gets set-up to go on a blind date. When she 

finally meets Jake, she quickly realizes he also has a 
physical disability, and she is pissed.



2021



2021

Two men have a chance encounter at a bus 
stop. None of them will ever forget it.
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2021



2021

MOTHER-IN-LAW
Dir. Shin Seung Eun

Country: South Korea

Hyoung-suk visits her daughter Hyun-seo’s room to give 
her some kimchi and there she encounters Min-jin, her 

daughter's friend. Hyoung-suk gets displeased with 
Min-jin living off at her daughter's house as if it is her 
own house. But as she talks to Min-jin for a while, she 
opens her mind and cooks a meal for her. And then, 

Hyun-seo comes into the room drunk.



2021

KALIMERA
Dir. Yiannis Alexiou

Country: Greece

In a remote village, a woman hides a terrible truth in 
order to protect her family.



2021

WINDSHIELD
Dir. Bofan Luo
Country: China

A taxi driver goes on his mundane routine, until he picks 
up a mysterious woman. Their journey unveils a secret 

that will change his life.



2021

VICTORIES
Dir. Santiago Gómez Fernández

Country: Mexico

Palemón works in a 24/7 gas station located on a 
highway where few cars pass. He spends his nights 

talking and listening to the singing of Miriam, the 
counter attendant of the convenience store and
the only person that makes him company. After
an unexpected death threat, their lives and their 

friendship will be put into risk by the gasman’s pride.
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2021

HOUSEHOLD DEMONS
Dir. John Gray

Country: United States

A young boy is forced to deal with the entity that 
possesses his mother.



2021

COLE & COLETTE
Dir. Matt Boda

Country: United States

Amid a rash of kidnappings a woman fears someone 
is trying to break into her home.



2021

AQUARIUM
Dir. Lorenzo Puntoni

Country: Italy

Two human beings, far one from the other, meet:
the first and carefree day at the swimming pool, the

last and dramatic step of a massacre’s plan.
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2021

WATERSHED
Dir. Maxime Beauchamp

Country: Canada

While scavenging around an empty city after a 
water-borne virus has killed off most of the Earth’s 

population, a lone survivor finds a sliver of hope when 
she encounters a young Mandarin girl who may be able 

to chemically manufacture clean water.



2021

ROAM
Dir. David Jung

Country: United States

In a world where the wealthy can go for joyrides or 
outright steal the bodies of the young, one former 

victim, a young woman, raises an underground 
resistance to fight back.



2021

KAIFALA
Dir. Niels Bent

Country: France

Louise is a young archaeologist working on her first 
excavation on Kaifaka's island, a remote deserted place 

lost in the Middle East. She makes a mysterious 
discovery which seems to compromise her mission. 

Louise is now under unbearable pressure by her 
hierarchy and realizes how serious the situation is:
if the locals finds out the truth about Kaifala’s site,

war could break out again.
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2021

I DON'T NEED ANOTHER
Country: United States

Director - Justin Lacy
Director - J. Noel Sullivan

Writer - Justin Lacy
Writer - J. Noel Sullivan
Key Cast - Deion Bady

Key Cast - Annabelle Getzen
Director of Photography - Bo McKenzie

Costumes - Cori Lee
Art and Stop-Motion Animation - Justin Lacy



2021

TOM AND HIS COMPUTER "FUTURE RUINS"
Country: Denmark

Director - Martin Garde Abildgaard
Writer - Martin Garde Abildgaard

Producer - Rikke Katborg
Producer - Morten Hoffmann Larsen

Key Cast - Cyron Melville
Key Cast - Sonia Suhl



2021

DERMOT KENNEDY / GIANTS
Country: Spain

Director - Oriol Puig



2021

HUSKY – KILL ME
Country: Russia

Producer - Arseniy Zyabbarov
Director - Lado Kvataniya
Writer - Lado Kvataniya

Director of Photography - Kirill Groshev
Key Cast - Husky

Key Cast - Maslo Chernogo Tmina
Key Cast - Alexandra Cherkasova-Sluzhitel

Editor - Vladislav Yakunin
Color - Sofie Borup (Company 3)



2021

LENNY MAKES SOME-THING -
"TURN ME ON (FEAT.ARCX)"

Country: South Korea

Director - Junha Kim
Writer - LENNY MAKES SOME-THING, Junha Kim

Producer - Junha Kim
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2021

SEASON OF AEON
Dir. Kassandra Lim
Country: Singapore

The worldʼs most valuable fashion brand LK stages the 
largest ever fashion show, a redefined season that willdrift 

aboard an archive of the traditions of the endangered 
Indian Ajrakhpur block printing, unfolding a spectacle at

a container port once in a decade. The very industrial 
mechanisms that have created disposable fashion seasons 
have been reengineered to celebrate and value traditional 

handcraft. Once a decade, people chase after it like the 
Northern Lights.



2021

PIZ REGOLITH
Dir. Yannick Mosimann

Country: Switzerland

A postmodern swiss-tyrolean ensemble ventures into 
remote mountainous regions, embracing the sonorous 

variety of local vernaculars. A poetic road movie with 
stunning shots and an emphatic approach to a

new alpine aesthetics.



2021

POSTCARDS FROM THE ORIENT
Dir. Sis Gurdal

Country: Turkey

Framed as a characterless beauty who’s both sexual and 
suppressed; the Ottoman woman poses for the Orientalist 
Painter. She is yet to unmask her true self to the Western 

artist who is blinded by his exotic fantasies of the East.
This film is a modern and reformed postcard of the
Eastern woman, represented by the Western male.
It’s a critique of the colonial gaze, focusing on her

place space, and subjectivity.



2021

WILD, WILD, US
Dir. Julia Corin

Country: United States

A baroque picnic in the woods becomes an ethereal romp 
amongst the natural world as three friends struggle with their 
essential natures. Wild, Wild, Us, an experimental film, follows 

three friends consumed by their vices: greed, vanity, and 
carelessness. However, the strange appearance of a 

Doppel-ganger breaks them from artificial desires and identities. 
On the path to discovery through a surreal landscape, a series of 

ego deaths bring them to face their essential natures. This film 
explores one’s relationship to nature and their authentic identity. 

Wild, Wild, Us seeks to encourage people to re-enter ordinary 
spaces with a sense of wonder and imagination.
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2021

FIGMENTS
Dir. Chew Chia Shao Min
Country: United States

Haunted by her husband's infidelity, Andy wounds herself 
searching for the capacity to forgive.



2021

YARD
Dir. Sangman Kim

Country: South Korea

Two men working at a shipyard namely the ‘Yard’ sensed 
someone's death when the ‘daily safety song’ stopped 

playing at the workplace. However, in a yard where tension 
and numbness coexist, death does not matter to anyone 

anytime. That's how their daily lives continue. The 
shipbuilding must go on.



2021

ZEALANDIA
Dir. Bruno du Bois

Country: New Zealand

In 2032, Zealandia has become the only virus free country 
left on earth but at a high cost to its population due to 

intrusive medical regulations. But, could the bag carried by 
a fearless woman be the downfall of this oppressive state?
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2021

THE MORNING WALK
Dir. Marc Harpsøe
Country: Denmark

In this romantic tale of two elderly women's youthful 
perception of the world, the day takes an unexpected 

ethical turn by the delivery of hard news.



2021

A HELPING HAND
Dir. Sam Gill

Country: New Zealand

When Armanda, an artificially intelligent mechanical hand 
designed to replace lost limbs, is rejected by her designated 

host, she begins a journey to find purpose and true 
friendship. When she discovers a lonely girl at a birthday 
party who’s missing an arm, Armanda decides to be her 

helping hand.



2021

THE CONSERVATIONIST
Dir. Ken White

Country: United States

Trying to escape his complicity in an environmental
disaster, a gifted economist retreats into an Eden of his

own making, but when a tyrannical energy conglomerate 
threatens to destroy paradise, he takes conservation to a 

murderous extreme.



Award Nominations
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2021



BAD NEWS
Dir. Markus Meedt

Country: United Kingdom

As a morning show goes into the 5 minute countdown 
before their live recording, the producers, political guests, 

cast and crew try and make the most of a freshly
uncovered scandal.

2021



FLORA
Dir. Javier Kühn
Country: Spain

A Victorian story about life, death and
everything in between.

2021



2021

THE TOXIC PIGS OF FUKUSHIMA
Dir. Otto Bell

Country: United States

The Great East Japan Earthquake of 2011 triggered a 
tsunami, nuclear meltdown and mass evacuations in 

Fukushima Prefecture. Today, as part of a Government push 
to encourage resettlement, local hunters have been 

enlisted to dispose of radiated Wild Boars that now roam 
the abandoned streets and buildings.

This short film follows a lone hunter into an isolated and 
changed landscape. Along the way, other citizens who still 

live near the reactor share their perspectives
on the aftermath.



Award Nominations
Best Soundtrack

2021



DON’T SING
Dir. Conor Johnston

Country: Ireland

Don't Sing is a short musical film about Ruairi, a bartender 
in a music club who dreams of performing on stage. When 

he sees an ad for auditions in the club he finally attempts to 
act on these dreams. In order to do this, Ruairi must first 

overcome his own fears and inhibitions.

2021



YAI NIN
Dir. Champ Ensminger
Country: United States

Ninlawan Pinyo is the matriarch of a Thai American family, 
who hustled for her fortune by founding a naem
(pork sausage) factory in Chiang Mai, Thailand.

2021



A FRESH LOOK
Dir. Irene Tudela (ENE)

Country: France

As always, Justine spends her summer holidays with her 
parents and cousins in the family house. On her way back 
from the beach, something hits her eyes… and suddenly, 

her iris starts to mysteriously change its color.

2021


